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Government and County
Slam Tory New Town Plan

Lib Dems Demand Complete Re-Think And Proper Consultation

Essex County Council has delivered a stunning rebuttal of the
controversial housing plans being promoted by Uttlesford District
Council's ruling Conservative councillors.

[
_ Go back to the drawing hoard
The county's response to the consultation that ended on 11 January
says there is insufficient evidence to support the choice of ]f consultation counts for anything with

'Helshenham' new town between Elsenham and Henham and that more Uttlesfom”s Conservative councillors then it is
technical work and further public consultation are needed before

Uttlesford can put its plans to the government. now surely crystal clear that they must rethink
What the C t ClIr David Morson said: "This their plans for 4,200 homes in the district.

a e Lounty bolmbSh?,” fromrf"?””ing e’;perts If they won't listen to the people of Henham
Council Says ﬁg\%:; Eé;r?]ss\;vyii grgie:geo ue and Elsenham, then they must take heed of the
e The justification for the preferred | September. The plans harsh criticism meted out by fellow Tories at

Opttiton 4 at E'Ste”ham/ Henhamis | steamrolled through the council Essex County Council, who have demolished
not transparent. by the Tories in a fit of thei ;
. eir proposals for 3,000 houses on a single
e The Council won't be able to show | arrogance are not credible. Well . bp P h % 1] Th &
planning inspectors that over £50,000 has been Slt.e etween the two villages. The cost of a
reasonable alternatives have been | squandered on a flawed High Court challenge should also be a
cc:)or1t5|de£edt.El i o consultation at a tirr]ne whenI sobering thought for an authority already in
e Option 4 at Elsenham will aeny money is in very short supply. . .
affordable homes for people who | Judicial reviews are looming and R ¢°P€/ @t /inancial strails. o
\év_atm tto live in other parts of the would involve expensive legal - Herts & Essex Observer editorial,
istric :
fees. The fitness of Uttlesford
e A 3,000 home settlement is not blg Conservatives to lead our 17th. February
enough to support local services council is in serious doubt."
e Road access to the Elsenham and
Henham area from Stansted and Hammer
Takeley is constrained and c
'substantial infrastructure Blow atnﬂ"nﬂ nean & na“Id Morsnn Hgl“
nvestment would be necessary'. | he conservative | [{@INAIM POSE Office Glosure Threat
e Uttlesford's documents should plans have also
have said that a new seconda Catherine & David were appalled by the late decision to close Henham
ry been slated by GO- ) i - SO )
school at Elsenham could mean East the Post Office by Post Office PLC and are fighting it on the following
relocating Stansted's Mountfitchet Govérnment Office grounds.
Mathematics and Computing for the East of Firstly, it is blatantly undemocratic. David stated, "How can a decision be made
College. England. before consultation according to the Post Office's own procedures has taken

C f the T ¢ lan. GO-East said place?". Secondly, it is not even a sound economic decision. Catherine added,
ommenting on the Tory new town pian, -=ast sal "The Post Office, as part of the Village Shop, is virtually self sufficient and costs

“However, from the information provided it isn't fully clear Post Office PLC virtually nothing to run. But sadly, if the Post Office is closed,
how this was arrived at as the preferred option, as there is | this will affect the viability of the Community Shop".

little information provided on this..... .

Clir Catherine Dean summed up “The Council's David concluded, “This is an example of yet another ill thought-out and

itat bad| ised and it | unresearched proposal which will greatly damage the character of the village.
consuitation was badly organised and Is proposals are The Post Office and Community Shop are excellent sustainable Community

poorly thought out. They are unlikely to stand up in court | proiects, managed in a dedicated way by members of the community and
or at a public inquiry. The Council must go back to the deserve to continue.”

drawing board, start again, and do it properly next time.”

Overieaf: More Potholes With The Tories




Here to Help You £]0 Million Highwa_vs nverannd:
arcanerine | B1JGGF POthOIES With The Tories

@813579 Get used to seeing bigger potholes for longer - that is the message
1 from Conservatives at County Hall in Chelmsford, as the party’s
clliremdean@ failure to ﬁnanc‘e highways properly conti.n.ues. Just a few weeks ago, ‘,E‘:
the Conservatives announced a £10 million overspend on the ‘-
highways budget.

_ “Yes, but I'm afraid
; it still doesn’t meet
the new criteria for

. i

uttlesford.gov.uk

The latest proposals seem to be to wait until damage to road
surfaces is really bad before the Council will even consider making
repairs. In some cases, for example where there is a kerb that
doesn’t align with the road, the Tories have dropped any
commitment to carry out repairs.

Sign our on-line petition

Clir

. For residents in this area, it will be inconvenient, hazardous and against cuts in road repairs at:
David Morson { v frustrating, with no relief in sight. ourcampaign.org.uk/potholes
2850209 .
clirmorson@ Conservatives Bring cllans III Council

uttlesford.gov.uk

The muddle over new homes planning may get worse after Uttlesford
District Council's senior management abandoned ship.

Andrew Duff When the Conservatives took control in May they brought in a |
MEP climate of blame and fear, which has led to management paralysis. The o £

01223 566700 only policies introduced since May have been the disastrous Elsenham
new town idea and the replacement of the Uttlesford flag with the
mep@ Union Jack at the Saffron Walden offices. Each week thousands of
andruffmep.org pounds are being wasted by officers going round in circles because
they no longer know what they are supposed to be doing.

The Conservatives had a plan to destroy what they didn't like but have E
no plan to rebuild the council. The Liberal Democrats would have
managed the Council's financial shortages in a professional way and
would not have brought the Council virtually to its knees in the way
that the Conservatives have. The Lib Dems would not have made our
area vulnerable to housing and airport developers, who will try to
exploit the chaos created by the Conservatives.

The response of Elsenham and Henham residents to
the consultation on housing has been fantastic. The
campaign against Option 4 has come from the grass
roots, led by the parish councils. Catherine Dean
and David Morson, who passionately opposed the
proposals at Council meetings, were supported by
residents who turned out in droves to attend what
they later described as a “shambles” and a “disgrace”.

' . The number of replies to the consultation from just
Your Liberal Democrat councillors two villages is probably unprecedented in Uttlesford.
are asking residents to list the worst David Morson said “I have been most impressed and

three eyesores in this area that they heartened by the fighting 'Splrlt of Else?nham ant.:i
. . Henham. The Save Our Villages campaign has united
would like to get rid of.

us against this preposterous proposal, which was

We can't promise to sort out every- pulled out of a hat at the last minute by the Tories.” M image reproduced
. . . with kind
thing, but knowing what they are is The fight goes on - it should be obvious by now that o permission of [
the first step to dealing with prob- Option 4 is so flawed that it should never have seen | Ordnance Survey |
lems. Please use the form below or the light of day. However, there is no sign of the y ngveOyr‘i;“”ce
contact us using the details above. Tories backing down on their new town proposal, so L5 Northern Ireland,
we will continue to fight it on all fronts. | ¥

My comment/issue/problem/eyesore is:

| will be voting Lib Dem next time.
EI I'd like to join the Lib Dems to help

I with their campaigns. Please
contact me.
I The Libers Dermocrats may a I'd like a postal vote. Please
time to keep you informed contact me.
s e neresmy. - Name(s): a | will display a garden/window
oon b e Address: poster at election time.
b by P Tel.: Q | can deliver 50 or so leaflets.
B o imomoety  E-mail: Please contact me.
Crow Stress Henham 23 ' Join on-line at www.libdems.org.uk/join
| Please return to: Liberal Democrats, FREEPOST CL2702, Stansted CM24 8BR.




