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Liberal Democrats:
Our manifesto in practice

Liberal Democrats should be immensely proud of what we have achieved in
Government, as well as the huge influence the party has on the Coalition and its
agenda.

Going into the election the Liberal Democrats made clear that we had four key
priorities: fairer taxes; a fair start for children with extra funding for disadvantaged
pupils; a comprehensive clean up of our politics, including a fairer voting system; and
a green, sustainable economy. Thanks to our involvement, the Government is
already delivering on each of these.

There are also a large number of other Liberal Democrat policies and pledges that

wi || now begin to make a real|, positive di
role in the Coalition Government. These include everything from the rolling back of

the surveillance state and giving people back their civil liberties, to prison reforms,

fairer pensions, the ending of child detention and the scrapping of the third runway

at Heathrow.

This document sets out how we have taken action on each of our manifesto
commit ment s. And remember, this doesn’t ev
the Coalition Agreement but have not yet been implemented.

After all, according to a study by University College London, 75% of the Liberal
Democrat manifesto made it into the Coalition Agreement compared to 60% for the
Conservatives.
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In September 2010, Danny Alexander announced a £900m crackdown on tax
avoidance and evasion, raising billions from those who currently avoid paying
their fair share of tax. The measures have already proved successful, with £2bn
raised in 2011 towards a target of £7bn by 2015.
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In the June 2010 emergency budget we increased the rate of Capital Gains Tax
to 28% for higher rate taxpayers while keeping it at 18% for basic rate

taxpayers. This will raise an extra £1bn and end the disgraceful situation of
bankers paying a lower rate of tax than their cleaners.
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The Government has reduced tax credit eligibility for families with household
income above £40,000.
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Government payments into Child Trust Funds were stopped in January 2011.
Junior ISAs were made available for newborns from November 2011.
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We have scrapped the ID card programme. The ID card database was publicly
destroyed on 11" February 2011.
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HomeBuy Direct ended in 2010 and was replaced with a more targeted scheme,
FirstBuy Direct, designed to help 10,000 people get on the housing ladder.
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We are cutting back on burdensome regulation on Local Authorities in many

ways including by scrapping the Comprehensive Performance Assessment, and
reviewing the statutory duties placed on local authorities.
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There will be no like-for-like replacement of Trident this Parliament. The point
at which the contracts would have to be signed for a new generation of
submarines has been delayed until 2016, after the next general election.
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John Hutton chaired the Independent Public Service Pension Commission,
which reported in March 2011. We accepted the recommendations in full and
began a process of consultation with the trade unions in February 2011.
Headline agreements have now been reached and will ensure that all accrued
rights are protected in full and low and middle income workers will have an
income at retirement at least as good as they do now.
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The Government formed an Efficiency and Reform Group in the Cabinet Office
to develop this, which saved £300m on government IT projects in the first year
of this government alone. So far, exiting IT projects have been reviewed with
the wasteful ones pruned, and new projects are now watched closely through
ICT moratorium. New guidance has been issued to encourage smaller, less
costly projects and ensure a level playing field for open source software. There
will be a report on ICT procurement in March 2012.
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The link between pensions and earnings, scrapped by Margaret Thatcher, was
restored in the Coal i tciemerin'the stateipenstott b udget .
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or a 2.5% increase, whichever is the greater. Pensioners will receive, on

average, £15,000 more over the course of their retirement.
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On April 6™ 2011, 880,000 low earners were lifted out of income tax completely
after the first stage of this policy went from the front page of our manifesto
into the pockets of taxpayers. 23 million basic-rate taxpayers are now £200
better off. We will raise the threshold to £8,105 from April 2012 and continue
with these increases until we reach £10,000.
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The Government ended the effective requirement to purchase an annuity by
age 75 in April 2011.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.18 G a SSGAYy 3 GKS 3J2@SNYYSyiQa e2o0f A3l (A
po/icyholdgrs who have squferec! loss. We will set up a swift, simple, transparent and fair
LI @8YSyi aOKSYSé

We have agreed a deal on Equitable Life which will see £1.5bn in compensation
for 1.5 million policy holders. This deal is fair to policy owners and the taxpayer,
finally bringing an end to a terrible saga which Labour wouldn't resolve.

Your Job
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We set up the Independent Commission on Banking, led by Sir John Vickers,
which reported in September 2011. The Commission recommended that UK
banks ring-fence their retail operations to ensure that critical operations such
as customer deposits and small-business lending can continue in the event of a
banking crisis. The report also recommended a number of proposals to improve
competition in high street banks to make things fairer and easier for
consumers. The Coalition Government will implement these proposals in full.
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In February 2011, Vince Cable announced an agreement with the biggest UK

high-street banks which saw them lend more to Small- and Medium-Sized

Enterprises in 2011.

The Government also secured the agreement of the major domestic banks with

the British Banker s25bnMBssinedsdGiowth furmimo t o s et
supply essential capital to fast-growing businesses.
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The Project Merlin agreement has ensured that we have the most transparent
pay disclosure regime in the world, and that pay and bonuses are lower than
they would have been without this agreement.

Thanks to the Liberal Democrats the FSA will now also have a role in checking
bonuses and pay, and lending figures will be independently checked by the
Bank of England.

Liberal Democrat MEPs are also working alongside the government to introduce
EU regulation on curbing bonuses[s e e * Yolur Wor | d’
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The Government has taken the first steps toward this goal, announcing in
October 2010 £60m in funding to establish world-class offshore wind
manufacturing at ports sites. The investment will help secure our energy
supplies, protect our planet and the Carbon Trust says it could create 70,000
jobs.
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220ad¢

Norman Baker announced government funding of over £46 million which will
see 542 new low carbon buses on roads across England by March 2012. All
English regions will benefit with funds which have been paid to 20 bus
operators and 6 local authorities.
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In November 2011, Nick Clegg announced the new Youth Contract, a £1bn
scheme to help get young people into work or training, including 410,000 new
work places for 18-24 year-olds over three years.
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The Coalition Government is creating the Green Investment Bank, the first of its
kind in the world, which is designed to accelerate private sector investment
into the UK’s transition to a green econ
£3 billion initial capitalisation of the Bank and given it borrowing powers from

2015. The Bank will begin its operations in 2012, a year earlier than planned,

and is anticipated to leverage an additional £15 billion from private sector

investment in green projects.
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As part of the Autumn Statement, the Government set out plans for a £30

billion National Infrastructure Plan to coordinate public and private investment

in infrastructure. This includes £6.3 billion of capital infrastructure spending, £1

billion of new private sector investment supported by government guarantee

and £5 billion of capital projects.

The Government has also signed a Memorandum of Understanding with UK

pension funds to support additional investment and is working with the
Association of British Insurers to set u
Forum, targeting up to £20 billion of investment from these initiatives.
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The Coalition Gover nment has adopted the ‘“one [
principle.
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ensure that the implementation of EU rules does not constitute gold-plating
that could damage UK competitiveness in Europe.
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The Government has published an action plan, . NA G F Ay Q& { dzLISNF I &
Future, announcing an £830 million strategy to put a digital hub in every

community, making sure the UK has the best broadband in Europe by 2015. BT

will match all funding it receives with its own investment.
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The Budget 2011 raised the Supplementary Charge on oil and gas production
from 20 per cent to 32 per cent, as part of the new fair fuel stabiliser. This
ensures that companies contribute more when prices are high, as oil and gas
production is more profitable at such times. In future years, if oil prices fall
below a set trigger price on a sustained basis (probably around $75 per barrel),
the Government will reduce the Supplementary Charge back towards 20 per
cent on a staged and affordable basis.
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Nick Clegg, in February 2011, announced the Mainstreaming Sustainable
Development package, which will guarantee that Government policies have
been ' s ust a-p na b+ Byindking sure they help deliver sustainable
economic growth, improve our quality of life and protect our natural
environment now and for future generations. This includes committing the
Government to making the procurement of goods and services more

sustainable.
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The Financial Conduct Authority (the replacement for the FSA) will be tasked
with increasing and fostering competition in the market.
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The Postal Services Act received Royal Assent in June 2011. It allows for the
restructuring of Royal Mail, including the introduction of private sector capital
and expertise from the sale of part of it, an employee share scheme, and
provisions for Post Office Ltd to continue to be owned by the Crown or a
mutual ownership structure.
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In August 2010 Chris Huhne overturned the law banning local councils from
selling renewable electricity to the grid. This is a vital step to making
community renewable projects commercially viable, to bring in long-term
income to benefit local areas, and to secure local acceptance for low carbon
energy projects.
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We reformed the Ministerial Code to ensure Ministers have regard to the
Principles of Scientific Advice to Government, which were drafted by the science
community to clarify the relationship between expert advisers and Ministers
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In 2011, the Government held a consultation with businesses on shared
parental leave and extension of flexible working to all employees. The
Government will publish a response outlining its proposals in early 2012.
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Work Choice, which started on 25 October 2010, is a new specialist disability

employment programme designed to simplify the previous overlapping set of

schemes. It provides support for 23,000 disabled people facing the most

complex barriers to getting and keeping a job.

We have also ensured that disabled jobseekers can find out immediately if

they' ' re eligible for Access to Work supj
applying for jobs.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.30 ¢ OLiberal Democrats want to build a society where everyone has the
opportunity to get on in life. Most businesses do a great job of supporting their employees,
but there is more to do to tackle discrimination on the grounds of gender, sexuality, age,
race, religion or disability. We want to give employees fair opportunities to make the best
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The Government and Lib Dem MEPs actively
the UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities. This is a landmark
victory in the struggle of Europe's 65 million disabled people for equal rights



and is the first time the EU has become a party to an international human rights
treaty.

The Government and Lib Dem MEPs have also pushed to agree new EU
legislation on bus and coach travel which will be of great assistance to disabled
people and older people in particular. This will come into force in 2013 and
includes a right to accessible travel information before and during a journey, a
right to compensation for damaged wheelchairs or other assistive equipment, a
right to free assistance for disabled persons for long bus and coach journeys
and, where necessary, free transport for an accompanying person.

Your Life

Education and Skills
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The Government has delivered on the key Liberal Democrat pledge of a £2.5bn
pupil premium by 2014-15 to bring extra funding to the most vulnerable
students. In 2012 schools will receive £600 per child who is or has been on Free
School Meals in the past six years, which they can use as they wish to provide
further support for the most disadvantaged.
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The Department for Education will introduce simple reading checks at age 6,

designed to stop young children falling behind in basic skills which go unnoticed

until it is too late and therefore contribute to future bad behaviour.

In September 2011, Nick Clegg announced a new £50 million summer school

programme for 100,000 pupils making the jump from primary to secondary

educati on, ensuring they don’t fall behin
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In March 2011, Sarah Teather announced an SEN Green Paper that proposed

key reforms to the way Special Education Needs are diagnosed and the support

that parents and children receive. Amongst other proposals, the paper includes

a new single assessment process and a joined-up approach amongst health,

social care and education services.

The Green Paper also proposes to give parents more control by offering every

family with a single plan the right to a personal budget by 2014, making a wider

range of short breaks available in all areas, and ensuring more choice by

all owing parents to name in t hfinded chil d’ s
school.
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The Government has announced plans to expand the Teach First scheme, as
well as a new Teach Next programme to encourage more mature entrants into
teaching.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.34 ¢ & 2e will improve teacher training by increasing the size of the
school-based Graduate Teacher Programme. We will improve training for existing teachers
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The Government have announced plans to expand the Graduate Teacher
Programme.
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The Schools White Paper specifically stated that teachers and head-teachers
are expected to take a strong stand on homophobic bullying. It set out plans to
rationalise and simplify anti-bullying guidance from a fragmented 500 pages to
around 20 pages. It also committed to working with NGOs such as Stonewall
and the Anti-Bullying Alliance to promote best practice and make sure that
schools know where to go for support.
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with a slimmed-down framework which includes a range of educational approaches and
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In July 2011, Sarah Teather announced the replacement of the Early Years
Foundation Stage framework with a slimmer, less bureaucratic approach,
achieved through the acceptance by the Government of the recommendations

of Dame Clare Tickell s Ear Thy newwear s Fo

framework will be implemented from September 2012 and includes a slimmed
down curriculum for 0-5-year-olds, more focus on getting children ready for
school and a more flexible childcare entitlement for parents.
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On January 20™ 2011 the Department for Education announced a review into
the National Curriculum, to replace the current system with a slimmed-down
and more competitive version. The Government aims to introduce the new
curriculum in 2014.
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The Government asked Lord Bew to review the effectiveness of Key Stage 2
tests. He published his final report in June 2011, recommending that the writing
test should be replaced with teacher assessment and that more trust should be
placed in teachers, while ensuring external accountability. The Government has
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accept these recommendations and is trialling them in 2012, with a view to
introducing them in full from 2013.
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In the Budget 2011, the Government announced its commitment to open 24
specialised University Technical Colleges, which are sponsored by local
businesses and universities and offer 14-19-year-olds the opportunity to take
full-time, technical courses alongside academic and business studies. There are
currently two open, three due to open in 2012 and 2013, and nineteen more
approved.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.36 ¢ 65eek to close the unfair funding gap between pupils in school sixth
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In October 2011, the Government set out proposals for a simpler, fairer funding
system for post-18 education. Schools and colleges will be funded on a per
pupil basis, rather than a per qualification basis, closing the unfair gap.
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get the best from all their pupils but government league tables are forcing them to focus on
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Under government proposals, performance tables will include a measure of

how well pupils progress as well as attainment. All of the information that

underpins government statistical tables will be published for each school, and

Df E wi l |l publish ‘“families of school s’ d
region and provide detailed performance information that can be used to

identify best practice.
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The Education Act removes much of the centralised and stifling bureaucracy
imposed by Labour. Every school has more autonomy, with strategic oversight
from local authorities.
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The Schools White Paper announced that greater flexibility and freedom for

schools to set pay.
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Scheme for students, so that each university gets a bursary budget suited to the needs of its
students. These bursaries would be awarded both on the basis of studying strategic subjects
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The Government, l ed by Vince Cabl e’ s de
National Scholarship Scheme from Autumn 2012 (worth £150 million by 2014)

to support able, low-income students with living costs and fee waivers. In

addition, universities now have to do far more to attract students from

disadvantaged backgrounds, such as through targeted bursaries.
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The Government has scrapped the 50 per cent target and is focussing on
vocational education, creating 163,000 extra apprenticeships in 2011.
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The Train to Gain service ended on 31 July 2011. The Government has replaced
it with an SME-focused programme to help small employers train low-skilled
staff.

Health
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unnecessary quangos such as Connecting for Health and cut the budgets of the rest, scrap
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The Health and Social Care Bill will reduce NHS management costs by more

than 45% over the next four year s, reduc
functions and abolish quangos that do not need to exist. The Bill will also

abolish Strategic Health Authorities and cut the cost of NHS administration cut

by a third, which will free up an additional £4.5 billion over this Parliament to

invest straight back into frontline patient care.
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We have introduced a new policy of non-payment for acute hospital
readmissions. This means that local commissioners will not pay for any
emergency readmissions to hospital within 30 days of discharge from a
previous planned hospital stay. The Department of Health has instructed
commissioners to extend this policy locally to cover a proportion of those
readmissions following a previous emergency hospital stay.
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ending bureaucratic barriers and saving money to allow people to stay in their homes for
longer rather than going into hospital or long term residential carS ® €
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Around 35,000 people will benefit from a £70 million cash boost announced by
the Coalition that will enable the NHS to support people back into their homes
after a spell in hospital.

The Health and Social Care Bill promotes integration and partnership working
between the NHS, social care, public health and other local services through the
creation of Health and Wellbeing Boards. Established by local councils, these
will bring together local democratically-elected councillors with GPs and other
health and social care professionals to co-ordinate NHS, social care and public
health services.

Following a successful efficiency drive, Paul Burstow announced in January
2012 an additional £150 million to be spent on helping people to leave hospital
more quickly, get settled back at home with the support they need, and to
prevent unnecessary admissions to hospital. Including the extra £162 million
announced in 2011, this means we have been able to provide a total of £312
million extra to be spent on preventative social care services.
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will establish an independent commission, with cross-party support, to develop proposals for
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The ‘Social Care Vision’, announced by Paul Burstow in November 2010,
included a commitment to guarantee respite care to the hundreds of thousands
of carers who work over 50 hours a week by making over £400million available
in additional funding over the next four years. We will also go further than ever
before in ensuring carers decide themselves what they want to do to take a
break from caring. The updated NHS Operating Framework now includes

requirements for PCTs to publish indicat

the public can hold to account PCTs for spending this money on providing vital
respite.

The Government established the Dilnot Commission to develop proposals for
the long-term care of the elderly. Andrew Dilnot reported his findings in July
2011 and White Paper on social care which will be published in 2012.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.41 ¢ G2 S G Af f LINA2NARAGAAS RSYSYyGAl
and development budget® ¢

The Treasury confirmed in October 2010 that this commitment on dementia
research will be prioritised within health research and development. Paul
Burstow is now personally overseeing this commitment through his role as
chair of a Ministerial Advisory Group by ensuring that dementia researchers get
a fair share of the £1.7 billion research fund. Plans will be published soon to
accelerate the pace in this vital area of research.

NB&StH!
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Nick Clegg and Paul Burstow announced in February 2011 additional
investment of £400 million to improve access to modern, evidence based
psychological therapies over t he next four years
new mental health strategy entitled No Health Without Mental Health. This
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strategy commits to beginning to expand provision of psychological therapies to
children and young people, older people, people with long-term health
problems, those with medically unexplained symptoms and those with serious
mental illness. The strategy will extend the current programme available to
offer personalised support to 3.2 million people across the country.

Paul Burstow has also committed up to £20 million to the mental health anti-
stigma campaign, Time to Change.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.41 ¢ &2 S & dzLJLJ2 NIi  -tost elling, an@ ofe indfaSolurdfdhe
principle of minimum pricing, subject to detailed work to establish how it could be used in
tackling problems of irresponsible drinking. We will also review the complex, ill-thought-
through system of taxation for alcohol to ensure it tackles binge drinking without unfairly
penalising responsible drinkers, pubs and importl Y £ 2 OF f Ay Rdza i NA Sa o¢

In January 2011 the Government unveiled plans to introduce a minimum price
for alcohol. From April 2012, shops and bars will be banned from selling drink
for less than the tax paid on them and will mean a base price for alcoholic
drinks for the first time.

The Government also held an informal consultation looking in to how to tackle
binge-drinking without unfairly penalising responsible drinkers and pubs.

The Department of Health will publish an Alcohol Strategy in 2012.

~ z

Lib Dem Manifesto p.42 ¢a { KI NLJX @ NBRdzOAy 3 OSYyGNIrftAaSR Gl

them with entitlements guaranteeing that patients get diagnosis and treatment on time. If
they do not, the NHS will pay for the treatment to be provided privately.

We have secured a stronger duty on the NHS Commissioning Board and on
clinical commissioning groups to actively promote and raise awareness of the
NHS Constitution. This new duty will mean that when exercising all of their
functions, the Board and clinical commissioning groups would have to act in a
way that promotes the NHS Constitution and promotes awareness of the NHS
Constitution among patients, staff and members of the public. Patients will
continue to have the right, as set out in the NHS Constitution, to be treated
within 18 weeks; and to be seen within 2 weeks where cancer is suspected. It
will be the responsibility of commissioners to ensure patients are offered
prompt and high quality care in accordance with the NHS Constitution.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.42 ¢ & utting front-line staff in charge of their ward or unit budgets,
and allowing staff to establish employee trusts giving them real involvement and a say over
K2¢ GKSANI aSNIBAOS A& NYzy vé

The Right to Provide, announced in March 2011, gives NHS and social care staff
the freedom to request the opportunity to manage the services or care
pathways they currently deliver with the greater freedom and independence
that comes from setting up their own organisation. Healthcare professionals in
specialised areas, such as eating disorders and drug detox, will have the
freedom set up their own organisations with mutual ownership.

Lib Dem Manifesto p43¢a DA @AY 3 SOSNER LI GASyd GKS NRIKG
they want, without being restricted by where they livS ® §
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The Health and Social Care Bill will give patients will have to right to register
with a GP regardless of where they live from 2012.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.43C¢G 9y adzNAy 3 GKI G f 201l f Dt & koNB RANBOI
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The Health and Social Care Bill includes proposals for GPs through Clinical
Commissioning Groups to take responsibility for out of hours care.

Lib Dem Manifesto p43¢aGwWSF2NX¥YAyYy3d LI &yYSyida G2 Dta az2z GKIG
from areas with the worst health and deprivation scores receive an extra payment for each
2yS GKSe (1 Sop¢é

The Public Health White Paper includes a proposal for a new, and simple, health
premium that will reward progress on specific public health outcomes. Driven
by a formula to be developed together with key partners, the premium will
represent a new approach to fighting health inequalities. The intention is for
the formula to recognise that disadvantaged areas face the greatest challenges,
and will therefore receive a greater premium for progress made.
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for local people from a range of different types of provider, including for example staff co-

operatives, on the basis of a level playing field in any competitive tendering ¢ ending any
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Every area across England will be expected to offer more choice in a minimum

of three areas by September 2012 — either from a recommended list of 8

services chosen following advice from patient groups, clinicians and voluntary

organisations, or for another community or mental health service that is a high

local priority. These providers could be NHS providers, independent sector

providers, or voluntary or third sector organisations. Each provider will be paid

t he NHS tariff price, which will end t he
a premium to the private sector to encourage their involvement.
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get will be of good quality. Most of all, we need to be confident that our safety comes first,
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The Government actively supported the recently agreed Directive on Cross
Border Healthcare. This sets out a coherent and clear legislative framework for
UK patients seeking treatment in another EU Member State. Crucially, patients
will receive important information of the quality and standard of care as well as
the kind of treatment they are likely to receive in another EU Member State.
The NHS Safety Thermometer is now the recommended tool for measuring
pressure ulcers as part of the Commissioning for Quality and Innovation
payment programme. As well as recording pressure ulcers, it also records falls,
catheter infections and VTE information.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.44 ¢ A wSljdZA NS K2 alLWA Gl ta G2 oS 2Ly Fo2d
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The Government accepted recommendations from the NHS Future Forum to
strengthen transparency of organisations and increase patient confidence by
introducing a 'duty of candour': a new contractual requirement on providers to
be open and transparent in admitting mistakes.

Lib Dem Manifesto p44 caal 1S A U a doftdr & @drkiin the BNJithout passing
NRodzad fI y3ada 3S yR O2YLISGSYyOS i(GSaidaové

The Government has announced our intention to ensure doctors with a poor
grasp of English are prevented from working for the NHS.

Culture and Sport

Lib Dem Manifesto p.45 - a2 S g A f
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We have maintained free entry to national museums and galleries, and
Government Art Collection works have been shown in a public gallery for the
first time.

Lib Dem Manifestop45 ¢ a { SG dzLJ I W/ NBFGA GBS 9y GISNILINRAS Cdzyt
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The Creative Industries Council was set up in early 2011 as part of the Plan for
Growth. Chaired by Business Secretary Vince Cable and consisting of leading
figures from across the sector, the Council is looking in detail at a select number
of issues including skills and training, access to finance and intellectual
property. It is expected to present its findings and recommendations in 2012.

Lib Dem Manifestop.46ca/ dzi NBR (F LIS F2N) LMzidAy3a 2y fADBS Y

In March 2011, the Government announced that it would be fully supporting
Liberal Democrat Peer Lord Clement-J 0 nséiv& Music Bill. This Bill will benefit
hundreds of small pubs, restaurants and church and community halls who want
live music at their venue by generally removing the need to apply for a
complicated licence.

iAy3 002 dzy

Lib Dem Manifestop.46-a ' &S OF aK Ay R2NXI Y ¥
a Y R & dzLJLJ2 NIi A

Si
AYLINR@GAY3 f20If y §

G o
LR2NIa FlLOAtAGASE
Don Foster has written a report on unclaimed gambling winnings for the

Department of Media, Culture and Sport. The Government is reviewing this and
will announce its plans shortly.

Lib Dem Manifesto p46 ¢4 9y A dzNB G KI G GKS ../ NBYlFIAya aGNRy:
550dNBt & TFdy RSROE

Due to Liberal Democrat influence, the Government has guaranteed the BBC a
set license fee over the next six years, giving it security of funding for the first
time in a long time.
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maintain independent local sources of news and information by enabling partnerships

between TV, radio and newspaper companies to reduce costs, and by limiting publicly-

subsidised competition for paid advertising from local council free-da K S S & d ¢

In February 2011 the Government announcedanew ‘ publ i city code’ f
councils that tightens up the rules to protect the use of taxpayers'-money being

spent inappropriately. Following consultation it sets out specific rules to stop

municipal newspapers being published more often than four times a year.

In January 2011 the Department for Culture, Media and Sport launched its Local

Medi a Action pl an. The aim is to offer ¢
local perspectives directly relevant to them. Licenses will be awarded by the

end of 2012 with local stations up and running soon after.

On February 14™ 2011 the Government laid before the House new rules to

allow local TV, radio and newspapers operating in one area to be brought under

the same owner. This will make it easier for local media to survive in a tough

environment.

Your Family
Lib Dem Manifestop49¢ca2 S ¢gAff Ffft2¢ LINByGa (2 akKFINB (K
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In January 2011, Nick Clegg outlined plans to allow couples to share maternity
leave, with the Government consulting on a proper system of shared parental
leave to be introduced in 2015.

Lib Dem Manifestop.49-a42 S gAff LINRGSOG SEAalGAYy3dI OKAf ROIFNB
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We have taken the first steps to achieve this by extending 15 hours free early

education to all disadvantaged two year-olds, while keeping the free offer of 15

hours early education for every three and four-year-old. We will be spending

£300 million more on this by the end of the Parliament.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.50 - 6Support efforts by childcare providers to encourage more men to

work in this hugely important and undervalued profession.€
The Coalition Government has set out a commitment to tackling this in the
paper, Supporting Families in the Foundation Years, which was published in July
2011. The paper commits the Government to working with employers and
sector bodies to encourage men and other under-represented groups to enter
the profession, for example through apprenticeships, making early education
and childcare a viable career choice for all.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.50 - CExtend the right to request flexible working to all employees,
making it easier for grandparents, for example, to take a caring role® €
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The Coalition Government will publish its response to the Modern Workplaces
Consultation, laying out its proposals on flexible working, in early 2012.

Lib Dem Manifestop.50-G a  A¥yYi GKS O2YYAlGYSyid (G2 SyR OKAfR L

In April 2011 the Government launched its Child Poverty Strategy which re-
committed to ending child poverty by 2020.

Lib Dem Manifestop.50CA Ly O2NLIR2 NI GS GKS | b [/ 20i@ibtyikA 2y 2y
fl 6 SYyRAy3d (GKS RSIGSyGA2y 2F OKAfRNBY F2NJ AYYA

This practice, which gave rise to the detention of over 7,000 innocent children
during the last 5 years of the Labour Government, was completely ended in

May 2011.
Lib Dem Manifesto p.50 -6 9 Y KI y OS OKAf R LINRGSOGAZ2Yy® 2§ ﬂ?xff
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Serious Case Reviews, including that of Baby Peter, have now been published.

The Government commissioned the Munro Review into child protection in June

2010, with the findings published in May 2011. The Government agreed with

the report’s fundamental argument that th
focus on the thing that matters most: the views and experience of children

themselves; and will now move towards a child protection system with less

central prescription and interference, where we place greater trust and

responsibility in skilled professionals at the front line. Professor Munro will

continue to advise the Government and will undertake an interim assessment

of progress in Spring 2012.
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pension and earnings. We will uprate the state pension annually by whichever is the higher
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On April 6™ 2011, the income tax threshold for pensions was increased to
£9,940 as part of the first stage of this policy. Millions of pensioners received a
£100 tax cut. From April 2012 the threshold will be raised further to £10,500,
exceeding our target.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.52 ¢ 62 S G A f 2 T pite Ifar the ong Biion oers Whb
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Paul Burstow has made over £400 million available in additional funding over

the next four years to provide a week’™s
carers who work over 50 hours a week.

Sarah Teather also announced an £800 million investment in short break

provision for disabled children and their families.
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The compulsory retirement age has been scrapped.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.52 -2 S gAff 3IFAGS LIS2LA S O2yGNREf 2SN i
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paid to all UK citizens who are long-term residents, set at the level of the Pension Credit,
though this can only be done when resources allow.

The Pensions Green Paper lays out proposals for a flat rate single-tier pension,
currently estimated at £140 a week from 2016, redistributing money from the
wealthiest pensioners to the 7 million poorest pensioners.

Lib Dem Manifestop.53¢ & . SAAY | Yyl GA2y Lt LINRPAMNMSPES (2 Ayad
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Chris Huhne announced the Green Deal in November 2010. From October 2012,
through the Green Deal, households and businesses will be able to invest in
home and buildings insulation at no up-front costs, paying back the investment
through the lower bills that will result. Extra help will be available through the
new Energy Company Obligation for those living in hard-to-treat buildings, such
as those with solid rather than cavity walls, and for low income households.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.53 ¢ @2 SQf € SyadzaNs GKFG STFFSOGAGBGS SySN
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for those in most need. We will seek to extend protection and support to off-gas-grid

O2y adzySNAa ¢

Chris Huhne announced the Green Deal in November 2010, which is discussed

in the point above. The Warm Home Discount will help around 2 million

vulnerable households per year by reducing their electricity bills by £120 each.

Thi s replaces t he previous government ' s
increasing the value of the help provided by two-thirds.

The Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) was announced by Nick Clegg and Chris

Huhne in March 2011 and will provide assistance for off-gas-grid customers to

install renewable energy generators, such as biomass boilers or solar panels.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.53 ¢ & ! RRNB&aa dzy FFANYySaa Ay 61 G§SN) OKI N
implementation of the Walker Review which recommended action to deal with regional
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After a consultation on the Walker Review, the Government published the

Water White Paper in December 2011. The plans outlined in the Paper include

increasing the help available for vulnerable households across England, with

special help for people faced with unfair high charges for water in the South

West. This could mean a reduction of up to £140 in the water bills of the

region’s most vulnerable people. The Gove
in 2012.
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In the Autumn Statement, the Government announced a £50 annual rebate for
South West Water Customers.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.54 cawS1lj dZA NS | ANI Ay Sa
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In December 2011, the Government announced action to tackle excessive card
surcharges, including those used by airline companies. The Government will
publish a consultation in 2012, with a view to implementing the EU Consumer
Rights Directive to ban excessive hidden charges, while allowing businesses to
add a small charge to cover their actual costs, before the end of 2012.

Lib Dem Manifestop.54¢ca2 S At f &a02L) ONK PLAFIDHPEOI2N 6 KSSt

Lynne Featherstone has announced that wheel-clamping on private land will be
banned.

Lib Dem Manifestop.55CaA 9y R GS&adAy3 2F K2dzaSK2f R LINRRdzO( &

In July 2011 the Government announced that it intended ban the testing of
household products on animals through its licensing powers.

Your World

Lib Dem Manifesto p.58 - & . S 3 A WWearprogtatnfie of home insulation, offering a home
energy improvement package of up to £10,000 per home, paid for by the savings from lower
energy bills, and make sure every new home is fully energy-efficient by improving building
regulations® €

The Green Deal in November will allow households and businesses to invest in
home and buildings insulation at no up-front costs.* Se e °
Under the new Energy Company Obligation, worth £1.3bn a year, the
government will require energy companies to help poorer customers with their
Green Deal packages. And since the Green Deal will take time to cover
everyone asof Noverber 3011 the Warm Home Discount is helping
around 2 million vulnerable households per year by reducing their electricity
bills by £120 each. This replaces
tariff scheme, increasing the value of the help provided by two-thirds.
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grid access and investment in electricity networks, and develop new incentives to promote
NBEYySglofS KSIFUodeE

Our comprehensive reform of the electricity market, on which we published a
white paper in July 2011, and on which we will legislate in 2012-13, will
establish clear long-term incentives for low-carbon power, particularly from
renewables.

In July 2011 we also published the Renewables Roadmap, setting out our plan
of action to meet the EU 2020 target and to remove barriers to renewable
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energy deployment. In October 2011 we confirmed the levels of support
renewable will receive through the Renewables Obligation.

The Green Investment Bank will be key to channelling additional flows of
private investment into the major programme of low-carbon electricity
infrastructure investment we will need over the next decade.

The Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI), the equivalent of the feed-in tariff scheme
for renewable heat installations such as solar thermal, heat pumps and biomass
boilers, was announced by Nick Clegg and Chris Huhne in March 2011; £860m
will be allocated to the RHI in 2011—15. The RHI became available for the non-
domestic sector (including businesses, schools and community groups) in
November 2011 and will be introduced for households alongside the Green
Deal.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.58 ¢ 62 S G Af f GNI yaF2NyYy GKS St SOGNROAI
electricity grid that can better connect and integrate new, clean energy technologies

particularly through the better use of sub-sea connections, leading to the development of a
9dzNR2 LISFYy { dzLJISNHNA R®E

Our proposals on energy market reform will incentivise a dynamic electricity
grid and demand reduction through a capacity mechanism. We have worked
with our European partners to accelerate plans for a North Sea Offshore Grid
initiative.

Lib Dem Manifestop.58 G Ly @Sad dzld G2 mnnann YAffA2y Ay NBTdzN
England and Scotland so that they can manufacture offshore wind turbines and other marine
NEBYySéglotS Sy SEeHBourHHPdzA LIY Sy (1 d €

Lib Dem Manifestop.59-a . £ 2 O1 | fiked pgussrstationd ¢ the most polluting form
of power generation C unless they are accompanied by the highest level of carbon capture
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Chris Huhne has stated that the coalition would not allow any new coal power

station to be built without being equipped with carbon capture and storage

(CCS) technology. We have allocated £1 bi
scale CCS demonstration projects, and aim to be allocating the funding during

2012. The White Paper on electricity market reform includes a proposal for an

emissions performance standard that will set an upper limit on the carbon

emissions allowable from any fossil fuel station.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.59 - improve energy efficiency in the commercial and public sectors, by
strengthening the Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme and requiring
companies and government departments to report on their energy use and set targets for
reducing it. We will set a 30 per cent energy efficiency improvement target for 2020, and will
commit the government to the goals of the 10:10 campaign as a first step® €

In the first week in government we announced that all central government
departments would reduce carbon emissions by 10% within the first year,
covering 300,000 civil servants in 3,000 buildings In July 2011 we announced
that emissions had in fact been cut by 13.8%, saving £13 million on energy bills.
At the same time we set a longer-term target of a 25% reduction by 2015; the
scope of the commitment will be widened, including, for example, business-
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related transport. We have also announced a review of the Carbon Reduction
Commitment to ensure it is adequately driving energy efficiency in companies
and the public sector.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.60 ¢ GEngage with major emitters and deepen diplomatic co-operation
between the EU and emerging economies and developing countries, provide enhanced
financial support for low-carbon solutions and lead international efforts to promote the
transfer of technologiS a4 G KIF G At €t KStLI G2 GF01tS OtAYILIGS O

Chris Huhne played a leading role in the UN climate conferences in Cancun in
2010 and Durban in 2011, working through the EU to help get the process back
on the road after the disappointment of the Copenhagen conference in 2009
and agreeing for the first time a roadmap towards a new global climate
agreement

We are currently distributing the £2.9 billion we have set aside for international
climate finance over the 2011-15 period, providing financial support for low-
carbon technologies in developing countries. In Durban we agreed the
establishment of the Technology Executive Committee under the Climate
Change Convention, to accelerate low-carbon technology transfer.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.61 ¢ NB G SOUG (%8S, nat @nilIo R@ué cafbéh emissions
but also to preserve this crucial reservoir of biodiversity. We will argue for an international
target of zero net deforestation by 2020; support a new system of payments to developing
countries to enable them to reduce deforestation; and adopt at EU ¢ or, if necessary, at UK ¢

level a new making it illegal to import or possess timber produces illegally in foreign
O2dzy t NA Sa ¢

The Cancun and Durban climate conferences made good progress with

establishing a system for REDD (reducing emissions from deforestation and

forest degradation) through which developing countries will be paid to protect

their forests. Of the £2.9 billion we are spending on climate finance over the

spending review period, about £600 million will be devoted to forests.

In summer 2010, following a six year campaign by Chris Davies MEP, and with

the strong support of the Coalition Government, the EU passed a new law

banning the import of illegally-sourced timber and products derived from such

timber into the EU.
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system for the environmental impact of products, helping consumers choose those with the
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The Government and Lib Dem MPs were highly influential in securing new EU
legislation extending energy labelling for a variety of new energy consuming
products.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.62¢G2 S gAtf AYyONBIFAS GKS ! YQ& AR 0dzR:
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The overseas aid budget has been protected and will reach £10.77bn by 2013-

14. This will ensure UK reaches the United Nations goal of giving 0.7% of GNI in
aid by 2013.
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As of 1 January 2012, t he scope of the EU’s Emission
extended to include aviation.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.62 ¢ & { dzLJLI2 NI NBF2NY 2F GKS 3IFt 20t FAYLI
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The Group of 20 leading economies recently reached a landmark agreement on
reform of the International Monetary Fund to give a bigger voice to developing
countries. Over 6 per cent of IMF voting power will be transferred to
underrepresented countries at the fund.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.62 ¢ a9y A dzNE GKIF G GKS RS@St2LIAYy3a 662NIR
consequences of a changing climate. We will ensure that adaptation and mitigation
measures are financed by industrialised nations on top of existing aid commii Y S Y 0daové

We are currently distributing the £2.9 billion we have set aside for international
climate finance over the 2011-15 period, includingf ul 'y meet i ng
start’ commi t me n+12. The UK is bna of thé femgcountries 2
to have pledged resources beyond the fast-start period.

At the UN climate conferences in Cancun and Durban, the UK and EU played a
full part in establishing the Green Climate Fund to assist developing countries
with mitigating and adapting to climate change. Chris Huhne also served as a
member of the UN Secretary-Ge n e r a tLéved AditdrygGhoup on Climate
Change Financing in 2010, helping to identify possible options for long-term
funding for climate activities in developing countries. .
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developing world which aim to promote gender equality and reduce maternal and infant
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In September 2010, Nick Clegg announced that the Government is putting

women and children at the heart of its development policies, including doubling

support for women and children’s health t
Parliament. This money will be used to save the lives of 50,000 mothers and

250,000 babies, enable 10 million more women to use modern methods of

family planning and ensure long lasting improvements to maternity services.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.63 ¢ & { dzLILI2 NI 3Jf 201 f FdzyR F2NJ a20Al f
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The Global Poverty Action Fund (GPAF), launched on 27 October 2010, is a
demand-led fund supporting projects focused on service delivery in support of
poverty reduction and the most off-track Millennium Development Goals in
poor countries. Projects are selected on the basis of demonstrable impact on
poverty, clarity of outputs and outcomes, and value for money. Three
Innovation Rounds of grant applications were held in 2011, and six grants have
already been allocated to groups working in Africa, India and Tajikistan.
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In May 2011, the Debt Relief (Developing Countries) Act was passed, which

stops creditors, including ‘' VYowcdpbour e f

countries making harsh payments for debts that the companies have bought for
a fraction of the cost. This will save poor countries an estimated £145m over six
years.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.64 ¢ 6Hold an immediate Strategic Security and Defence Review (SSDR)

G2

This Government completed the first Strategic Defence and Security Review
(SDSR) for 13 years, based on a thorough and realistic assessment of the threats
we face now and in the future — from asymmetrical warfare to the effects of
climate change. It ensures we can continue to conduct operations today while
preparing our future force. The SDSR was completed alongside a new National
Security Strategy.

unds
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procurement projects through the SSDR to ensure money is being spent effectively. We will

y 2 i

The Ministry of Defence Major Projects Review Board (MPRB), which examines
the top 50 equipment projects with a total value of more than £100bn, was
launched on 13 June 2011. Any project that the MPRB decides is failing will be
publicly ‘“named and shamed’ i n
accountability.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.65 ¢ & wdzf S 2 dfor-likél iépBicenierit bf $he Trident nuclear
weapons system. At a cost of £100 billion over a lifetime it is unaT F 2 NRI 6 f S X
security would be better served by alternatives. We support multilateral nuclear

disarmament and will ensure that the UK plays a proactive role in the arms reduction talks
A0FNIAY3 fFGSNI GKAA &St NWé

There will be no like-for-like replacement of Trident in this Parliament. We
insisted that the Trident programme was scrutinised for value for money and
this resulted in the following.

A decision to delay ‘Main Gate’,
signed, to 2016;

Substantial savings and deferrals of £3.2bn over 10 years. Of this, £750m of
savings have been made during the lifetime of this Parliament.

A 25% reduction in the number of nuclear warheads and a reduction in the
number of warheads carried on each submarine.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.65 ¢ A WS A Y @A 3 2 -Bdtish Snd Widéd Eyfrép@an defence co-
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In November 2010, a new programme of defence co-operation between the UK
and France was announced by the Government, to be delivered by an
overarching Defence Co-operation Treaty.

LibADemManifestop.66—é(2 2[\1\]1 g AGK K NR G | “/9‘:1 9 dzNZ2 LJ$I- y YS{\EIK
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The Government, led by VinceCa bl e’ s depart ment, and with

Dem MEPs, is a leading proponent of the package of measures under the EU
Single Market Act and other flagship initiatives, such as the Innovation Union,
Digital Agenda and Resource Efficient Europe, to dramatically deepen and
widen the EU single market.

In particular, economic growth and thousands of new British jobs are expected
to be created from the completion of the single market for services, and the
development of a functioning EU digital and energy single market, with a
particular focus on low carbon sectors.

The Government is also a leading supporter of completing new major EU Free
Trade Agreements, including with South Korea, India and Canada. This will
create huge new trading opportunities for British businesses and generate tens
of thousands of new jobs.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.66 ¢ & 2 2 NJ 0§KNRdzZAK GKS 9! F2NJ &G NROG SNJ
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The Government has been working with Liberal Democrat MEP, Sharon Bowles,
in negotiations over a huge array of new EU level financial regulations. This
includes establishing a completely new EU financial regulatory architecture,
beefing up the capital buffers held by banks, tackling systemic weakness in
financial regulations across the Union and establishing a new and tougher EU-

wide regime for bankers’ bonuses.
New EU | egislation from 2010 has ensure
bonuses must be in ‘contingent capital’ a
bonuses to the long-term performance of the bank; that banks have to disclose
bonuses over €1 mil | i dikepensmmbenefitslea.t l ump s

Fred Goodwin who walked away from RBS with a multi-million pound pension
deal despite the bank having to be bailed out by the taxpayers as a result of his
decisions) will be paid in contingent capital and shares and held for at least 5
years after the employee has retired or left the company.

Lib Dem Manifestop.66 G Y SSLI . NRA G F Ay LI Nghtird feashryssubbsy I G A 2 y I f
the European Arrest Warrant, European Police Office (Europol), Eurojust, and the European
I NAYAYIFE wSO2NR& LYyF2NXIGA2Yy {2adGSYZ 4KAtS Sya

The UK remains an active member of all of these measures.

In addition, the Government has opted in to new EU Justice & Home Affairs
measures including the new European Investigation Order, which will make it
simpler for police forces from across the EU to request help from each other;
new measures to combat cybercrime and the sexual exploitation of children;
and new measures to provide guaranteed rights for EU citizens arrested in the
Union but outside their own member state.
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The Government is firmly committed to real reform of the Common Agricultural

Policy so that it is fairer, more efficient, greener and sustainable. We made this

case in the EU negotiations over CAP reform and will continue to do so during

the 2014-2 0 Budget negotiations. The European
Proposals were published in October 2011 and DEFRA is now seeking

stakeholder views.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.66 & CA A K (i (shavidgltoxradel to ®heé Strasbourg Parliament
every month, wasting 200 million Euros| & S NJP ¢

Following a campaign headed up Lib Dem MEP deputy Edward McMillan-Scott,
MEPs have voted overwhelmingly to cut one of the European parliament's
unpopular October Strasbourg sessions.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.67¢a / I YLI A3dy F2NJ O2ydAydziy3a NBEF2N)Y 27
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The Government is pushing for greater transparency and efficiency in the way
EU money is spent so that the EU focuses its financial resources where it adds
maximum value, notably towards innovation, R&D, infrastructure, security and
development. We will be making this case in the forthcoming EU 2014-20
Budget negotiations.

Lib Dem Manifestop.67¢Gal {S GKS 9! dzaS AGa O2tft SOUADS 6SA
foreign policy. Britain can have a far stronger voice on relations with Russia, China, Iran and
0KS aARRfS 9lFaid LISIFOS LINRPOSaa ¢KSy Al 22Aya 6A

The new European External Action Service (EEAS) became up and running in

January 2011 and has the full support of the Government as a means to
strengthen Britain's voice in the world t
The Government has secured provisional agreement among EU member states

for a package of trade concessions to Pakistan to help alleviate the

humanitarian stress there following the huge floods in 2010.

The CoalitonGover nment i s actively supporting e
role in its relations with Russia and other emerging powers and markets, in

particular through the agreement of new Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) such as

with India, South Korea, the Mercosur countries, Canada, Ukraine and

Singapore.
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The Coalition Government set up the Detainee Inquiry into Britain's role in
torture and rendition since the al-Qaeda attacks of September 2001. The panel
of three judges is chaired by Sir Peter Gibson, a former appeal court judge.
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Your Community

Lib Dem Manifesto p.72 ¢ & w S R dzOWgastitig u¥eSucracy at police stations with better
technology that can be deployedoni KS a i NBS G a v¢

By significantly reducing police bureaucracy, we have reduced costs and saved
hundreds of thousands of man-hours, protecting the numbers of front-line
police that are visible and on the streets.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.72 G WS F 2 NI iwikh § fulLdsvibwhofXfe Xery restrictive terms
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In October 2010 the Home Office launched a full review into the pay and
conditions of the police in England and Wales. The Windsor Review reported in
April 2011 and the Government is currently considering these proposals while
working together with Police Negotiating Bodies.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.72 ¢ & ¢ dzZN} G KS bl GA2yFf t 2t A0Ay3 LYLINROGS
Crime Reduction Agency with a wider remit to test what policing techniques and sentences
$2N] YR aLINBIR 6Sad LINIOGAOS I ONRr&aa LRftAOS &as

The National Policy Improvement Agency is being phased out and its services
integrated into, among other bodies, the new National Crime Agency. From
2013 this organisation will tackle serious and complex crime using specialist
operational capabilities such as working on cyber, economic and environmental
crime, human, wildlife and drug trafficking and child exploitation. The NCA will
include a border police unit, the child exploitation and online protection centre
and elements of the NPIA.

Lib Dem Manifestop.73¢a a | { S K 2 & LJIA -dohfitledtial &nfiérindtid wiyh2hy police
so they know where gun and knife crime is happening and can target stop-and-search in gun
FYR {YATS ONARYS K20alLkRiaoé

Currently, over half of the 198 hospitals with an Emergency Department are
collecting and sharing information, and the Department of Health has
distributed £750,000 to ensure that the other hospitals will do so too. The
Home Office will holding regional workshops to share good practise, releasing
good practice guidelines for frontline practitioners and carrying out more
robust audits of the number of hospitals collecting and sharing information.
Effective from April 2011, the Government has also included a commitment in
the national contract for acute services, which gives PCTs powerful tools to
promote information sharing.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.73 ¢ GwSI1lj dZANBE o0SGGISNI NBO2 MRsaped 2F KI (!
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I n December 2010 Lynne Feat herstone [ au
equalities strategy, which included a commitment to promote better recording

of, and response to, hate crimes. As of April 2011 the police began to record

hate crimes and they will now be included in the National Crime Statistics.
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The Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punish me n t o f Bd fndluden pdoposab ’
to get prisoners used to working regular hours, and to contribute toward
financial reparations for victims.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.74cG a2 @S 2FFSYRSNBR 6K2 NS RNHzA | RRAO
appropriate secdzNB | OO2YY 2RI GA 2y dé

In June 2011 the Government began pilot drug recovery wings in prisons, and
will review this in June 2012 with a view to working with the Department of
Health to roll it out more widely.

The Ministry of Justice will pilot and roll out liaison and diversion services
nationally by 2014 for mentally ill offenders, and increase the treatment
capacity for offenders who present a high risk of harm where this is linked to a
severe personality disorder.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.74 ¢ & ! & | Oc? yfaHssk dabnyes, be able to cancel the
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The Government is scaling back the prison building programme and instead
focusing on rehabilitating criminals to ensure that they do not reoffend.

Lib Dem Manifestop.75¢d2 S gAftf 3IAGS LIS2LX S || RANBOG are A
who engage in anti-social behaviour are punished by setting up Neighbourhood Justice
t yStaé

The Sentencing Green Paper included proposals for increasing the opportunities
for communities to become involved in local justice through Neighbourhood
Justice Panels.
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The Sentencing Green Paper also included proposals to make more use of
restorative justice as a more effective punishment

Lib Dem Manifestop.75Ca WS Ay (i N2 RdzOS SEAG OKSO14& |G &t L3N
Exit checks will be reintroduced in 2014.
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The new National Crime Agency, which will include a Border Police Command,
will be fully operational from 2013.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.76 a2 S G A f f SY R ( Keb in imbigréighibetedtibn 2 T OKA f |
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We have announced plans for 150,000 new affordable homes over the next
four years, the first net increase in the social housing stock by any government
in 30 years.

The New Homes Bonus began in April 2011 and match funds the additional
council tax raised for new homes and empty properties bought back into use.

In November 2011, the Government published its Housing Strategy, which will
make it easier to secure mortgages on new homes, improve fairness in social
housing and bring more empty homes back into use.

The Local Government Finance Bill removes the mandatory council tax discount
for second homes and empty homes, and will allow local authorities to charge
up to 50% extra in council tax for any property empty for two years or more.

Lib Dem Manifestop.77¢G . SAAY | yIFdA2ylFf LINRINI YYS
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From October 2012, through the Green Deal, households and businesses will be
able to invest in home and buildings insulation at no up-front costs, paying back
the investment through the lower bills that will result.

g2
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We have required a 25% improvement in energy efficiency standards for new
buildings and have committed to taking the necessary steps to achieve Zero
Carbon Homes by 2016.

Lib Dem Manifestop.78¢G2 S gAf f &AONIF LI 0dzNRSyaz2yvYS |
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We have scrapped Home Information Packs, and retained the requirement for
homes to have an energy performance certificate.
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In July 2011, Norman Baker announced the first round of decisions for the new
Local Sustainable Transport Fund, which supports local transport authorities
outside London in developing measures that support economic growth and
reduce carbon emissions in their communities, as well as delivering cleaner
environments, improved safety and increased levels of physical activity.

Lib Dem Manifestop.80ca2 S gAff Ol yOSt LIl ya FT2N GKS

In May 2010, as one of the first actions of the new Government, the proposed
third runway was scrapped.
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The Government argued strongly within the EU for an ambitious set of carbon
emission reduction targets for all light commercial vehicles. The new EU
regulation was agreed in May 2011.
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From March 2012, a motor fuel duty discount pilot scheme will be applied in
remote island communities, including the Inner and Outer Hebrides, the
Northern Isles, the islands in the Clyde and the Isles of Scilly.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.81 ¢ a! 62t AaK GKS LYFNFadNHzOGdz2NE tflyy.
decision making, including housing targets, to local people.€

The Localism Act contains the provision to abolish Infrastructure Planning
Commission and replace it with a rapid and accountable system where
Ministers, not unelected commissions, will take decisions on new infrastructure
projects critical to economic growth. The Act also removes ineffective top-down
targets and gives communities the ability to make decisions on housing and
planning themselves.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.81 ¢ & ! KdzZ2S AYyONBIFasS Ay FylFSNRPOoAO RA3ISaE
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In June 2011 the Government published its Anaerobic Digestion Strategy and

Action Plan, setting out how more energy could be generated from waste

through this route.
Lib Dem Manifestop.81 ¢ Ly i N2 RdzOS I ySg adNFXdS3e G2 oNARyS3

the loss of habitats and species and as far as possible restore biodiversity by H 1 H n €

On 4™ December 2010 the UK pledged £2 million in financial support to the
newly created Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES) which has been created by the UN. IPBES will provide
independent advice and scientific evidence on our biodiversity with which to
tackle the growing threats to our environment.

The Big Tree Plant launched on the 2™ December 2010. The £4 million scheme
will see over a million trees planted across England by 2015. So far, 30 projects
from a wide range of community groups have been granted £1.6 million to
plant 300,000 trees.
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In September 2011 the Government announced that pilots will take place in
The New Forest and Peak District National Parks for people to vote for
members of their Park Authority, through democratic local elections. A
proportion of all members will be appointed through this new system.

29



Lib Dem Manifesto p.82 ¢ &/ NBI GS |y & gimild & Site df\SdedinhSdeyftific

Interest status C to protect green areas of particular importance of value to the community.
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defining gardens as Greenfield sites in planning law so that they cannot so easily be built
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Through the National Planning Policy Framework we are bringing forward the

Local Green Space designation that will allow local communities to be able to

rule out new development other than in very special circumstances.

We have ended ‘garden grabbing’, saving
land from being built over.
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Proposals to achieve this are contained in the National Planning Policy
Framework.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.83 ¢4 ¢ KNR dz3 K 2dzNJ LI2f A0& 2y [ FLAGFE DIFAy
use second homes as speculative investments will pay tax on enhanced capital value at the
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We increased the rate of Capital Gains Tax to 28% for higher rate taxpayers
while keeping it at 18% for basic rate taxpayers. [See ‘Your Money’]

closure progra

Lib Dem Manifestop.83-“ End t he post office
[ the |lynchpin of ¢

in rural areas where they’'re

In September 2011, Ed Davey announced that there would be no post office
closure programme under this Government. The Post Office Network will be
turned into a mutual cooperative organisation, giving employees and local
communities an ownership stake in the post office network.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.83 ¢ 62 S GAf € LINPY23GS aOKSYSa F2NJ F ¥FF2
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Andrew Stunell haspr omot ed ‘ Home on the Farm’ sch
farmers to convert existing buildings into affordable housing.

The Government also announced in the Autumn Statement that it will consult

on proposals to allow agricultural buildings to be used for other purposes, such

as offices, leisure and retail space, to make it easier to rural business to find the

premises they need to expand.

Lib Dem Manifestop.83¢awS Fdzy R ! ¢ (G2 Y2dzyil Ay NBaoOdzS &SN/
In February 2011, Danny Alexander announced that the Government would
refund VAT to mountain rescue services through an annual grant. This means

75 mountain rescue teams are now receiving £200,000 from the Government
each year.
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In May 2011, Ed Davey published the draft Groceries Code Adjudicator Bill
which will monitor and enforce the Groceries Supply Code of Practice and will
be able to act as arbitrator in disputes between retailers and their direct
suppliers and start investigations about potential breaches of the Code based
on complaints from suppliers and/or information in the public domain.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.84 ¢ G LY G N2 RdzOS | YAYyAYdzy € S@St F2N (KS
concentrate future reductions on the highest claims so that big landowners get less, and the

money goes to working farmers who need it, not people who farmonS FTASf R | & | K200 @
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direct support for farmers, especially in upland and less favoured areas. We believe that a

greater proportion of that support should be targeted at conservation, the environment and

tackling climate change, as well as at providing food security for a rapidly growing world

population. Organic and reduced-A Y LJdzi F22RaGdzZFTa aK2dzZ R 6S Sy O2dz

The Government is committed to real reform of the CAPW{ SS W, 2dzNJ 2 2 NI RQ86
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through clear labelling, and work with the EU to make sure country-of-origin labels identify
the source of the produces, not where theyare LJ- O1 | 3SR ®¢

In February 2011 the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
published Green Claims, guidance that will help consumers make more
informed decisions about what products they buy, and put a stop to inaccurate
cl ai ms of ‘s, g allosviegn genuinply sustlaimablé products more
market share.

The principles of Country of Origin Labelling Code, published in November
2010, formalises the information provided by companies on the origin of their
meat and dairy products and eliminates confusion over sourcing, allowing
consumers to make informed decisions about sustainability and environmental
impact.

Lib Dem Manifestop.85¢aA WS F2 N GKS LINR OS3&a F ONAYAYLFE NBO
need only one record that is portable, rather th y Y dzf GALX S OKSO1a F2NJ SI OK

As part of the Freedom Bill, Lynne Featherstone, announced that the process of
Vetting and Barring would be reduced to common sense levels, and that
volunteers would now need only one CRB check that would be portable, no
longer requiring them to have multiple checks.

Your Say
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The Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Act received Royal Assent
in February 2011, allowing for a referendum on introducing the Alternative
Vote which took place on May 5™ 2011.

Lib Dem Manifestop.88¢G 2 S G At £  A-erin NdR/iBaaids$o erkuketEhGt Bhe Prime
Minister of the day cannot change the date of aneleOG A 2y (2 adaA i GKSY®E

The Fixed Term Parliaments Act, which legislates for fixed term Parliaments,
received Royal Assent in September 2011. The Act fixes the date of the next
General Election at May 7" 2015 and provides for five year fixed terms.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.88 ca DS o0SGUSNI L2t AGAOE TFT2N) f Saad [Ao
country nearly £2 billion by reforms that cut back waste in central government and the
| 2dz28S&8 2F tFNIAFYSyiloé

The Government formed the Efficiency and Reform Group in the Cabinet Office
to cut back waste in central government. It saved £3.75 billion across
departments in 2010-11.
Lib Dem Manifesto p.88 ¢ &
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The Protection of Freedoms Bill increases the independence and transparency

of the I nformation Commissioner’s Office
need to seek the consent of the Justice Secretary on issues relating to staff

appointments, charging for certain services, or before issuing certain statutory

codes of practice under the Data Protection Act.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.89 CA DA @S @2dz GKS NAIKG G2 alFr Ol ata 6K
would introduce a recall system so that constituents could force a by-election for any MP

found responsible for serious wrongdoing. We are campaigning for this right of recall to be
AYOINRRAzZOSR (2 GKS 9dzNRPLISEFY tFNIAIFIYSYy(d (22 o¢

In December 2011, the Government published the Recall of MPs Draft Bill,
which will allow voters to force a by-election where an MP is found to have
engaged in serious wrongdoing and has had a petition calling for a by-election
signed by 10% of his or her constituents. A petition can be called where an MP
is convicted in the UK of an offence and receives a custodial sentence of 12
months or less, or where the House of Commons votes for a recall petition to
be opened.

Lib Dem Manifestop.90caA wS G dzNy o6dzaAySaa NI GSa (2 O2dzyOAf a |
a first step towards the radical decentralisation of taxation and spending powers to local

LIS2 LX So¢

The Local Government Finance Bill will return business rates to councils,
allowing them to benefit from the proceeds of local growth.
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which gives local communities the right to propose actions in their area to improve
sustainability.

The Sustainable Communities Amendment Bill has received Royal Assent, giving
communities a greater say over how to improve their local area economically,
socially or environmentally.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.92 ¢ 62 S At f &AONI LI GKS D2@dSNYyYSyid h¥T¥
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We have scrapped the Government Offices for the Regions and regional
ministers, devolving some of their powers and resources to local government.

Lib Dem Manifesto p.92 - 62 S gAff AYLXSYSyld GKS NBO2YYSyYyRI
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The Scotland Bill implements the recommendations of the Calman Commission,
devolving landfill tax and stamp duty, and introducing a Scottish Income Tax
and new borrowing powers.
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becomes a true Welsh Parliament. We also support passing on a greater number of
NBalLlR2yaAroAfAGASE (2 GKS blraGA2ylf laasSyYof e oé

A referendum on extending the law-making powers of the National Assembly
for Wales was held on 3*Mar ¢ h, 2011. The people of Wa
new legislative powers for the Assembly came into force in summer 2011.
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councils from spying on people, stop unfair extradition to the US, defend trial by jury and
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The Freedom Bill was published on 11™ February 2011. It includes the measures
listed below.

A new statutory code of practice for local authorities and police on the use of
CCTV and ANPR to improve effectiveness and ensure proportionately.

New safeguards in the use of surveillance powers (RIPA) to protect law-abiding
citizens from town hall snoopers.

Schools will no longer be able to fingerprint children under 18 without their
parent s’ permi ssion.

It also replaces the powers to stop and search persons and vehicles without
reasonable suspicion with a power that is exercisable in significantly more
restricted circumstances.

It reverses measures put in place in 2003 which removed the right to trial by
jury in complex fraud cases.

The Government also set up a review of extradition in September 2010. Among
other things this review will look at whether the US-UK extradition treaty is
balanced.
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The Home Office launched a consultation on the removal of the word 'insulting'
in section 5 of the Public Order Act 1986. The consultation closed in January
2012.
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reviewed publishing through reform of the English and Welsh libel laws ¢ including by

requiring corporations to show damage and prove malice or recklessness, and by providing a
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In March 2011, Tom McNally announced a consultation on a Defamation Bill,
which would ensure that the threat of libel proceedings is not used to frustrate
robust scientific and academic debate, or to impede responsible investigative
journalism and the valuable work undertaken by non-governmental
organisations. It will also reduce the potential for trivial or unfounded claims
and address the perception that our courts are an attractive forum for libel
claimants with little connection to this country, so that our law is respected
internationally.
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Plans for the next generation of biometric fingerprint passports were scrapped
in May 2010, saving £134m.
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The Government has created a unit in the Ministry of Justice to scrutinise any
new offences, by any department, before they can be created.
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The Freedom Bill includes a measure to ensure that the DNA of innocent people
will no longer be kept on the database, only those convicted of a crime.
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At the Lib Dem Autumn Conference 2011, Nick Clegg vowed that the Human
Rights Act will be protected.
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The ContactPoint database was switched off on the 6™ August 2010.
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Control orders have been scrapped and t
forced relocation; ends lengthy curfews; increases the threshold of evidence
required; and time limits their length.
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The Freedom Bill also reduces the maximum period of pre-detention charge to
14 days.
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