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What Kind of Future
do we Want to Build?
There’s a lot more to the housing
debate than bricks and mortar!
The consultation led by Mike Hibbs and the local Lib
Dems showed that residents were worried about what a
haphazard approach to the future of our town would bring
with it. Their worries were confirmed when the
Conservative Cabinet’s plans were thrown out by the
Inspector. But that decision came too late for Saffron
Walden - permission had already been given for
hundreds of houses on the Ridgeons site and on land
behind Tesco and the Shire Hill Industrial Estate.

Where do we go from here?
We already know that people who work in Saffron
Walden struggle to afford a decent home here. Many
local jobs are low paid, but rents and house prices are
sky high. Mike and the local Lib Dems are determined to
reduce some of the inequalities by pushing for as much
of the new housing as possible to be social and
affordable, for sale and to rent.

More help for local businesses
The economy is picking up again - but our local economy
is short of places to grow. Several employment sites
have been sold off for housing developments, and local
businesses are
closing down for lack
of suitable premises.
Mike and the Lib
Dems are committed
to re-branding our
industrial estates to
demonstrate the skills
and expertise that are
available locally. By
developing business
At Shire Hill Industrial Estate
and technology parks
we can bring a broader range of opportunities to Saffron
Walden. The Lib Dems’ Capital Initiatives Fund will pump
prime infrastructure projects which promote the district
and attract new employers.

Infrastructure and the environment
We need to move quickly to provide more school places,
more doctors, dentists and nurses to look after our
growing population. And because the Conservatives
wouldn’t listen and dumped far too much housing in the
wrong place, we also have to find a way to get many
more cars through the town. The Lib Dems will work
hard to solve the twin problems of gridlock and pollution,
and promote safe routes for pedestrians and cyclists to, in, and between our towns and villages. The traffic
plans for Saffron Walden are not fit for purpose - and the
cost of a link road could rule out affordable housing.

A brighter, Lib Dem future!
Mike and the Saffron Walden Lib Dems have a history of
working with residents for the good of the town. Vote for
the Lib Dems at the May District and Town Council
elections. Vote for a brighter future for Saffron Walden.

STRONGER ECONOMY, FAIRER SOCIETY
Find out more about what the Lib Dems want for Britain at www.libdems.org.uk

Last year we asked you to rank the things you thought
important for our community. The Lib Dem Manifesto for the
local elections on Thursday 7th May is based on your answers

SIX TO FIX
REBUILD TRUST in the council by
working with local people on a new
Local Plan that works for everybody,
based on sound evidence and
sustainable infrastructure

PLAN for balanced communities, not
dormitory settlements, with homes
young people and key workers can
afford to rent or buy - so people who
work locally can live locally

PROMOTE renewable energy and
recycling, and protect our countryside
for everyone to enjoy, with a new
network of ‘Quiet Lanes’

CREATE local jobs with a Capital
Initiatives Fund to pump prime
infrastructure projects, promoting the
district and attracting new employers

STOP hoarding taxpayers' money
and use the £ millions built up from
the ‘New Homes Bonus’ to benefit
local residents and businesses

SCRAP secret decision making and
end the elitist Cabinet System, so all
councillors are involved in decisions
that are transparent and democratic

Meet the Lib Dem Candidates standing with Mike for the

Town and District Council

Sonia Sault
will work to bring more
support to working
families on benefits,
and to increase the
provision of affordable
and social housing

Barbara Hughes
wants action on local
health service provision.
She will also work to get
more help with
premises for business
start-ups in our area

Hilary Shibata
thinks the District and
Town Councils should
do more about the
environment, and will
also fight for a proper
traffic plan for the town

See some of the things the Lib Dems have done for you on the (unofficial) website

www.whatthehellhavethelibdemsdone.com

I will support Mike Hibbs and
the Lib Dem Team on 7th May
name
email
phone

Please return this form to:
Saffron Walden Lib Dems
4 Mount Pleasant Cottages
Saffron Walden CB11 4AE

I would like to join the
Lib Dems
I would like a window
poster
I would like to deliver
leaflets
I would like to offer
clerical help

address

A word from

Mike Hibbs

Our Liberal Democrat
Candidate For Parliament
Many of you will already know me.
I have represented you on Saffron
Walden Town Council and
previously on Uttlesford District
Council for many years.
Lib Dems have campaigned to get
a better housing deal because we
care about what makes this area
special. We don’t want to lose the
sense of community that means so
much to us all. I’m standing for the
District and Town Councils, and
I’m pleased to have experienced
and independent minded Lib Dem
candidates standing with me in
these elections.
I am also standing for Parliament in
this election because I think we
need an MP who speaks up for our
community. I’m proud of our record
and what we have achieved from
within the Coalition for families, the
disadvantaged, renewable energy
and the environment. Vote Liberal
Democrat and help us do more!

Con

Help
us
win!

Can’t
win
here!

Lib
Dem Lab
Elections here are betw een Lib Dems
and Conservatives. Labour can’t w in.
Voting Labour, Independent or fringe
parties just helps Conservatives w in.

( 01799 525205
8 mike@mikehibbs.net

7 www.mikehibbs.net
Printed by Print 4 Business Ltd., Chroma House, Shire Hill, Saffron Walden CB11 3AQ.
Published and promoted by Melvin Caton, 34 West Road, Stansted CM24 8NQ on behalf of
Mike Hibbs, Barbara Hughes, Sonia Sault and Hilary Shibata (Liberal Democrats).
If you return this slip the Liberal Democrats and their elected representatives may use the information you provide to
contact you. Some of these contacts may be automated. You can opt out of communications at any time by contacting us.

MikeHibbsforSaffronWalden
@mike4walden

